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DISCOURSE. 


Tsaran 21: 12. If ye will inquire, inquire ye; return, come. 
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anse Rous occur in a statement of the approaching destruction 
of the nation of Edom. The prophet represents himself as a 
_ watchman who, whilst the mass of men sleep, is called upon by an 
Edomite to declare what are the tidings. ‘‘ He calleth to me out 
of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? watchman, what of the 
night? The watchman said, The morning cometh; the morning 
cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire yes return, 
come., ‘ 

Hokever this fragmentary prophecy may be in some respects 
obscure, yet it is on one point sufficiently clear;—The man who 
calls from Idumea both thinks and speaks with unshorn freedom ; 
and the inspired personage whom he addresses first invites and then 
commands himto ‘‘ make full proof of” that liberty. 


- This subject I now present to your attention—the duty of having 
and holding 


UNRESTRICTED LIBERTY OF THOUGHT AND OF SPEECH. 


It will be in place to premise that the liberty I am to advocate has, 
of course, appropriate reference, not to individuals in nonage or 
others under guardianship, not to persons under legal arrest. for 
offences against the public peace, or imprisoned on. conviction of 
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crime; but to adult sane men who go at large as either actually or, 


at least, presumably good members of civil society. Let it also be 


premised, that what is to be claimed for such men is, that no restric- 


tion should be laid on them in the respects mentioned, no restraint ° 


should even be attempted, except when one individual so perverts 
his liberty as by means of it to do another injury ; and then, indeed, 
either by moral means alone, or else by punishment inflicted by the 
magistracy after fair trial, and due conviction, and just sentence, 
had in the forms and by the prescribed process of law. That free- 
dom of mind and of tongue which, in the first place, cordially sub- 
mits to this one restraint, and, in the next, resolutely refuses 
submission to any other restriction from man because of its inborn 


‘and imperishable consciousness that, beyond that one exception, 


it of right is and in fact ought to be amenable to God only,— 
this I proceed to set forth as a matter not only of privilege, but also 
of obligation. : 

There are several sources of illustration and argument, 


1. Revert to the nature of man. What is he? a lump of clay ? 
or amere walking mass of flesh? On earth, indeed, 


All else is prone, irrational and mute, 

And unaccountable, by instinct led, 

But man was made of angel-form erect, 

With reason high To BALANCE RIGHT AND WRONG. : 


‘There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth him understanding.” But what is the soul? what are its 
faculties and its doings? Possessed as he is of will, of affections, 
of judgment, of conscience, can it be by any one supposed that man 
was thus endowed ; that noble attributes, vast capacities, boundless 
desires, the ability with the opportunity to make indefinitely addi- 
tions to his knowledge and to his happiness, were given him; and 
that, whilst thus his constitution itself, and whilst too all the circum- 
stances and all the fellow-beings surrounding him, urge him unre- 
mittingly to employ all his faculties, he yet is never or but seldom 
to exercise his superior powers? that he is to allow himself, or is by 
others to be constrained, to assimilate his conduct, his habitudes, his 
existence, to some brute creature which instinct leads and a master 
compels? Are there not, for each man that breathes, privileges to be 


~ valued and enjoyed, rights to be asserted and maintained, duties to 
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be learned and performed? Has not the individual certain relations 
to others? to his kindred, to his acquaintance, to his countrymen, 
to his God? and, respecting these, is there nothing to learn, nothing 
to teach; are there no communications of thought to be made? 
In a word;—Is man created to think, and must he not think ? to 
speak, and shall he not speak? Better then, had he been made a 
monkey or an oyster, a blockhead or astone! If one think or speak 
only at the dictation of another, how can he even assert himself to 
be aman? so far as he, whether in coerced servility or by ‘a vol- 
untary humility,” has such a bondage on him, what is he more than 
a human-shaped eating-and-drinking-and-working machine? Yes, 
God by his Providence and Spirit, and just law righteously adminis- 
tered, as before said, are the only restraint admissible upon, either 


‘the mind orthe tongue. Any other restriction of men in these mat- 


ters, is tyranny. Any other restriction should be odious and held 
execrable, as being of the unmixed essence of despotism. Does 
any one dissent from this doctrine? will any one suppose that he 
may at his will place another under restraint? Let him. be courte- 


_ ously reciprocal, then ; let him, to take as well as to give the com- 


pliment, permit this other, when he pleases, to restrain him! If 
thought and speech ought to be chained; then let him, who would 
chain another man’s, chain first and most his own! ‘That the 
bonds may be seasonably applied, let there be a conspiracy, wide 
and firm as the earth, of men to go daily and nightly to every cra- 
dle wherein innocence sleeps, and fix and immoveably keep chains 
stronger than iron or brass upon infancy’s spirit and lips! It is 
humiliating to feel obliged to argue what no maw should ue but 
necessity is laid on one. by the times. 


2. Consider how truth is discovered and made known. Some 
truths, we admit, there are which are self-evident, others there are 
which God has explicitly revealed ; but the greater part are to be 
laid hold of and kept fast by the voluntary efforts of mind. Truth 


‘on most subjects lies below the surface. All that is necessary to be 


obtained, however, will be gained by investigation, can be gained in 
that way only. To acquire and apply principles relative to evidence 
sought or presented—to refer each thing to its own standard and 
true end—to find what is worth examining ; what can be decided 
satisfactorily; what arguments belong on this side, and what 
on that; what are probable and what possible reasons; and in 
what manner and how far they together and singly aftect the ques- 
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tioi—to balance opposing claims—to adjust different views—to 
estimate which are, and which are not, resulting consequences ; 
and the probable quality and quantity of those results—to see 
whether witnesses are credible, or.otherwise ; whether they have 
interests other than in testifying fully and impartially to things as 
they are; whether they know that of which they affirm; whether 
they agree, or conflict, in their testimony—to do this patiently and 
continually ; to do it, shutting out from your mind all prejudice from 
what source soever; to do it, desiring and receiving aid from God, 


_and aware of your accountability chiefly to him for the judgement 


you form, and for the carrying out of your convictions into the con- 
duct of life;—in this way it is, that truthisfound. The general 
remark will always hold,—There is no way to arrive at truth but by 
free thought, no way of inculcating and diffusing truth but by free 
expression. On the free acting of the soul in this matter, is hung 
its eternal well-being. Will you say that it can acquire and impart 
truth, if Thought and Tongue are to be manacled the while? As 
well might you clip the linnet’s wing, and then tell the bird to fly; 


as well pluck out your neighbor’s eyes and cut off his right hand, and 


then tell the mutilated sufferer to nib his pen and write his name; as 
well throw a mountain on my breast, and then bid me run a race for 
my life! No! certain itis that hosts of truths which now are each 
familiar as household words, and embraced by the greater part of 
men, were alike discovered and (for a time) propagated just by 
hard intellectual toil and stern moral war.* 'This sort of commo- 
tion is in more than one view greatly undesirable—it has certain 
sinful connections with the pravity of men.t Yet it is in several ways 


manifestly inevitable. Truth must be sought after, and, when found, mf 


declared. 'This seeking after, and declaring truth, even in love, 
will, indeed, sometimes (not cause, but) occasion strife ; yet it con- 
duces to, it inno small part constitutes, the moral probation of 
mankind.{ To resist an effort made by any man to elucidate and 
apply truth on any subject, to find fault with it as such, may be 
resistance and fault-finding (not circuitously!) against even an 
ordination of God. He intends,—and does he not intend by subor- 
dinated human agencies ?—to ‘ overturn, overturn, overturn” error 
everywhere ; in the individual, in society, in ecclesiastical and civil 


‘ , 
* Witness the conflicts attendant on the establishment of the principle (now 
coming to be universal) of abstinence from ititoxicating drinks, Ez uno disce. 


omnia. 
+ John 3: 19—21. } Dan. 12: 9, 10; John 3: 19—21; e¢ cet. 


yore? 


af 


communities ; till, the whole series of preparatory revolutions con- 
summated, truth whose right it is shall reign.* 


3. Be reminded of the way in which justice is ascertained and 
administered. "Truth and justice are inseparable. They are vitally 
conjoined. Not more so are the twin-brothers from Siam. Shut 
truth out, and justice is excluded. Smite truth, and justice too is 
Smitten. Order, however, is here noticeable. Truth is the basis, 
justice the fabric. Weaken the foundation, remove it; and the 
superstructure totters and falls. Justice can come in any case, 
only as truth goes before. Can that man, then, treat you justly who 
misunderstands your claims, or who merely does not understand 
them? What else than injustice would you expect to have meted 
‘out to you by him, either who acts in ignorance or on misconcep- 
tion, (slothful or wilful,) or to whom inquiry and enlightened decis- 
ion are forbidden? Now, turn the tables. Tell me how you can 
do rightly towards other persons, if meanwhile you allow yourself 
to be tramelled in. thinking and muzzled in speaking of them—_ 
except only and always by ‘the royal law” of love? 

Suppose an injury done, or conceived to be done, to any man’s 
estate or fair fame. What follows? Complaint, and inquisition, 
and presentment are made. The offence alleged is charged on one 
or more persons. A high officer presiding, whose character and 
situation give all assurance from man attainable, that both the pros-. 
ecuting and the prosecuted parties shall have the law as itis applied 
to the case as it is; able men illustrate the principles and argue the 
facts by which the charge is to be refuted or sustained ; and twelve 
others accepted as impartial, having heard both sides thus examined, 

“give in,.on solemn oath, their judgement whether or not the offence 
charged has been proven. Such is, in brief, the process of suits at 


* Let this thought be weighed :—As moral reformations are successively enter- 
prised, they encounter the greater obstacles. There are several grounds for 
ithis paradox, or reasons for this fact; i.e. The reluctance of good men to have 
their peace redisturbed—that of bad men tohave their guilt in other things devel- 
oped—and (not to name any other one,) the angry feelings which the more elevated 
done of public morality makes i prudent for him who still loves the discomfited evil to 
retain, now, in his own bosom,—these are naturally held in readiness to be dis- 
charged in effusions, at least of gall, upon whatever good effort may next be made. 
May not the remark be hazarded, that, other things equal, the difficulties to be 
encountered and overcome by any moral reformation are in proportion to the 
number of similar reformations already achieved? But that point demands another 
discourse. Let him who proposes doing good count the cost. Christ, and, 
more recently even, his followers, too, have bought the privilege at the price of 
- “Trath will, however, be sustained. ‘God will help her, and that sight 
early. 
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law, and, if it be not all a mockery, what is it but deliberate and 
ample discussion? what is it but examination and decision made 
under the felt responsibility which the pending of great interests 
awakens? Not always even in this method can justice be secured, 
but in what other method can it oftener be? Of all that wisdom 
and goodness have yet found, this offers the greatest security. But 
of this free thought and free speech, as before described, even as 
to the form, are every thing; and, as to the spirit, they are begin- 
ning, and middle, and end—just the whole. Refuse this freedom 
access to your tribunals, and not only will justice with her golden, 
balance be no longer found in your halls, but contentment, 
and desire for honorable enterprise, and peace, and hope will 
become strangers to your bosoms. Get a court and its attendants 


together, and let-all whom you entrust with your interests have - 


beforehand made up tHeir views; let advocates and witnesses, and 
judge and jury, be menaced by bayonets bristling within doors, or 
intimidated by tumultuous assemblages and hostile demonstrations 
without; that is, let investigation and expression be forbidden except 
in certain directions, and is it justice you receive? Your law then 
but mocks you, and cheats you. Stealing from you the kernel, it 
. flings at you the shell; or, rather, it tears from you whatever you 
prize, and tramples it into the dust, and throws it mangled and 
bleeding into your face. 

And so the making as well as the applying of the laws requires 
this freedom. In all governments in which liberty is more than a 
name, legislative assemblies are in fact deliberative; enacting, 
abrogating, confirming, in the light which discussion gives. Legis- 
lative enactments, in such a government, reflect the existing char-_ 
acter and echo back the prevalent sentiments of the community. 
Not only are the laws what the people are; they change as the peo- 
ple change; with unequal steps indeed, these move forward or 
backward as those move; sooner or later, these become what those 
become. This is the glory and felicity of a free nation, that, let 
intelligence and virtue advance with the people, and the legislators 
who are their servants for this good purpose, how long soever they 
may decline it, will at length set the same image and superscription 
upon the laws. Spread abroad wisdom and righteousness among 
the citizens, imbue them with the spirit (while the State itself is kept 
WHOLLY ApArT from any other things) of genuine religion; and 
then will human laws there, in their nature, in their administration, 
in their effects, approximate to the divine. But among such a peo- 


ee ea 


9 * 


ple, among any people, oppressive and bloody will be the laws, so 
far as darkness overhangs them; so far as interdicts are laid on 
knowledge, and the lips of discussion are sealed, and inquiry is 
strangled, and truth attempted to be slain. 

In all ways, therefore, thought and speech need to go unbound. 
Every consideration demands this. In any other condition of 
things, ‘‘ judgement is turned away backward, and justice standeth 
afar off; for truth is: fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. 
Yea, truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a 
prey.” 

4. Contemplate the Protestant Reformation. Before this aus- 
picious movement broke forth, like the dawn preceding the sun, gross 
darkness had covered the people. For ages there had brooded 
dense and drear over society an intellectual, political, and moral 
night. While over the mental world the philosophy of Aristotle 
tyrannized, in the religious, no man, on -pain of losing goods, and 
reputation, and even life, could do, or say, or believe, otherwise than 


the Pope with his minions ordained. The Bible practically quite . 


unknown, in its place were set up the perverse and wicked, the 
oppressive and blasphemous, traditions of men. 'Then rose Luther 
and his compeers. Asa kind Providence raised them up for the 
emergency, so a gracious God sustained them in withstanding and 
turning back the confederated powers of earth and hell. In vain 
did the nations rage, and the rulers imagine victory against the Lord. 
But what did the Reformers vindicate? The contest was eminently 
for freedom of mind, ‘ freedom of the individual, freedom of the 
people. The grand position was this,—Each man has a right, each 
is bound, to think for himself. Beginning with the obligation and 
correspondent right of private examination and private judgement 
regarding religion; admitting no superior to control and limit this 
duty and this claim, save God and his Scriptures—while welcom- 


_ ing indeed all assistance from both God and man; they neither 


could, nor did, stop there.’ The ball rolled on, and solidified as 
well as magnified as it rolled; till the doctrine was not only 
broached, but also among good men established, that, in regard to 
all subjects, whether pertaining to the body or to the mind, to priv- 
ilege or to duty, to philosophy, or politics, or metaphysics, or reli- 
gion, so long as one man interferes not with another’s just claims, all 
things are so left, for thought and speech and deed, just to the indi- 


vidual conscience, that men, that one thing excepted, are responsi- _ 
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ble, not to the magistrate, not to the priest, not to each other, but 
only to God. Such was the character, such the effect of the 
great struggle which, under God, the Protestant Reformers made 


victoriously. Alas, that there should now be found in Protestant ~ 


Christendom men who, whilst they stoutly claim this heirloom for 
themselves, can meanly seek to wrest it from others! Against such 
Protestantism, let us protest. Vain are eulogies pronounced on 
the Reformers by men who, while in words they glorify those ever- 
illustrious worthies, yet do in deeds vilify them. Such inconsis- 
tencies have of late recalled to more than one mind, and that to the 
awakening of mingled grief and fear, a certain address recorded in 
an ancient book, ‘‘ Because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and 
garnish the sepulchres of the righteous; and say, If we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the prophets; therefore ye be witnesses unto 
yourselves, that ye be the children of them that killed the prophets.” 
And is the apprehension without something of at least apparent 
foundation, that he who once on earth directed a fearful com- 
mand to those, may now from heaven be applying it to these, “ Fill 
ye up, then, the measure of your fathers 2” 


5. View the sentiments and achievements of the fathers of our coun- 
try. The pilgrims who, at Jamestown and at Plymouth, com- 
menced a new family among the nations, came hither that they 
might in thought, in speech, in all respects, be politically and eccle- 
siastically free. ‘Those ancestors breathed the pure air which Luther 
breathed. Of that, of which he in Germany laid the foundation, 
they with our less ancient sires in America carried towards comple- 
tion the superstructure. ‘ The spirit of inquiry, first principles, 
thinking, reasoning, were the very essence, the genius of the Refor- 
mation in the age of Luther. The same were the essence, the 
genius of the Revolution under Washington.’”* Does this to any 
appear astrange assertion? Will any to whom I speak ascribe the 
national independence which our fathers by God’s aid secured, in 
part or mainly to other causes? Can any associate with the Revo- 
lutionary contest nothing’ beside the clash of arms, and the streaming 
of human blood? I ask, then, why that war was made? I ask, 
what sense of wrongs and what of rights ; what rights themselves 


and what wrongs; animated their embattling hosts? what thoughts 
ERS OD 


* The late T. S. Grimxz, of Charleston, S. Cc. 
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that breathed and words that burned filled at that day every mind 
and gushed from every lip through all the land? I ask, what poe- 
try sung, what oratory thundered ; what vigorous discussions were 
there, what grave deliberations ; precedent to, and during, that pro- 
tracted strife? 'The tyro in our nation’s ltistory can answer. Our 
progenitors themselves then said, ‘‘ We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created equal, and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness: that to secure these rights govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed: that whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or abolish it.” Yes, it was to enjoy free thinking and free 
speech, that our progenitors came to these shores. It was to main- 
tain free thinking and free speech, that they hurled and repelled 
deathful arms. ‘‘ Our fathers were men of principle. They feared 
God and regarded the rights of man. They lived, they bled, they 
died for the welfare of their children, and for all future times.” 
Whilst we justly account it no small honor to be descendants from 
such an ancestry ; let us bethink ourselves how much more honora- 
ble, how blessed it willbe, if we inherit their sentiments and virtues. 
‘Let us revere their memory; let us cherish the sacred -principles 
of civil and religious freedom which they defended to the last moment 
of mortal life, and in the rectitude of which they ascended to 
heayen.”? From what they founded these seitiements to gain ; from 
what they here largely acquired, and nobly maintained, and richly 
bequeathed ; have flowed those incomparable blessings which form 
our goodliest inheritance. So received, be it ours to transmit them 
all unimpaired down even to remote generations! Cease to hold 
those principles dear, and what then will await your country, and 
what will be the destiny of our world? Cast them off, desert them 
for whatever reason, and then degenerate thus, your birthright like 
Esau’s despised, how can you conceive yourselves worthy to live? 
or how deem yourselves ready to die? 


6. Read the national and the State constitutions. The princi- 
ples of the Reformation and of the Revolution are there in the 
plainest terms eligible asserted, and by the firmest guarantees possi- 
ble secured. That of the United States declares, “ Congress shall 
make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech or of the press 5 
or of the right of the people... to petition the government for. a 
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redress of grievances.” That of Connecticut ordains, ‘ Every 
citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty... No law 
shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech or 
of the press.”” So of the other States generally. Now a Constitu- 
tion is the primary regulation—the foundation law. Against it no 
other law is to be made. Both the institution and the cardinal 
authority of human government comes, be it remembered, origin- 
ally, from a source back of all human consent. ‘'The powers that 
be, God has ordained.’ He then who in our land is, in relation to 
any subject whatever, to any degree or for any purpose, either 
determined, or proposing, or desiring, or assenting, or simply not dis- 
senting, to have any man’s liberty of thought, or tongue, or pen 
restricted, save upon legally proved “ abuse of that liberty ;” he, 
thus far, not only rises against man, but rushes up against God. And 
shall it at this day be presumed, that whatever makes here this onset 
can stand? Who of intelligence and faith can doubt, that just 
that fate awaits it which befel Dagon in the presence of Jehovah’s 
ark? 


7. The doctrine this discourse is advocating accords in all ways 
with God’s declared will. The very act of Godin giving his book 
to men gives to free thought and free speech, as such, the high sanc- 
tion of his approbation. For how comes the Bibleto men? Pro- 
fessing to have been penned by “ holy men of old” inspired by his 
Spirit, it challenges men everywhere to investigate its claims. It 
summons to this examination the reason, the judgement, the con- 
science in allbosoms. This done, it leaves each man to his decision 
with its momentous consequences. Does he reject it? Then has 
it no more to do with him till he accounts at the final day for this 
rejection, as for all other deeds done in the body. Does he accept 
it? Then indeed it has views most sublime to present, truths most 
important to unfold, counsels of high moment to impart, directions 
of vast consequence to give, with commandments of supreme obli- 
gation. All these, too, have relation to thoughts, and words, and 
deeds, as free. The Scriptures presuppose man to have, under 
God, an agency which, as uncoerced, is his own. This idea is 
incorporated into their structure throughout, It meets youon every 
page. Witness the apothegm, “ Answer not a fool according to his 
folly, lest thou be like unto him: answer a fool according to his 
folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit,’”’—and a thousand similar 
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instances. Free thoughts, free words; searching for truth, the 
acceptance, the retention, the diffusion of it; the inspired writings, 
as God’s authoritative voice, variously and strenuously require. 
Hear them in a few of their injunctions, and threatenings, and pro- 
mises, and commendations. “Get wisdom, get understanding ; 
forget it not.” ‘ Prove all things, hold fast that-which is good.” 
* Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God, 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” “Be 
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renew- 
ing of your minds, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” ‘ Buy the truth and sell it 
not.” ‘Walk as children of light... proving what is acceptable 
unto the Lord; and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.” ‘‘ Ye hypocrites, ye can dis- 
cern the face of thesky, and of the earth; but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time? Yea, and why even of yourselves, judge ye 
not what is right?” ‘Wo unto you, lawyers, for ye have taken 
away the key of knowledge; ye entered not in yourselves, and 
them that were entering in ye hindered.” ‘ These [Bereans] were 
more noble than they—the Thessalonians, in that they . . . searched 
the scriptures daily, whether these things were so.” ‘‘ Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding: 
for the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than 
rubies: and ALL THE THINGS THOU CANST DESIRE ARE NOT TO BE 
COMPARED To HER.” Hear Paul pray for the Philippians,—“* May 
your love abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judge- 
ment; that ye may approve things which are excellent! [may prac- 
tically discriminate between differing principles, and operations, 
and tendencies, and results.]” So, brethren, prays your pastor for 
you. Hear David petition on his own behalf,—‘ Give me under- 
standing, and I shall live!” So, my brethren, petition ye for your- 
selves. 


' But why prolong this argumentation? Nature, and reason, and 
revelation entitle us to aver of the freedom I would vindicate, Tur 
HAVING ITIS OUR INDEFEASIBLE RIGHT; THE UPHOLDING IT IS OUR 


‘INDIVESTIBLE DUTY. 
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“Tf ye will inquire, inquire ye; return, come.” Let us farther 
consider the subject by proposing and answering two questions. 


1. What is the character of opposition made to the free exercise 
and free expression of thought? To minds uprightly judging, 
it cannot, we believe, appear logically and morally otherwise than 
utterly unsound. Such opposition must be built on fallacies, and 
propped up by corruption. Those making it must, to do so, both 
seize and cling to the assumption, that man may take and hold that 


‘place over his fellow-man which in truth belongs to God alone; for. 


who but God: is lord of the soul? “The Father of our spirits” 
requires that in All instances, in all circumstances, regarding all 
subjects, the conscience directed ultimately only by Himself shall 
be the guide and governor of man. To restrain men, then, from fol- 
lowing that Mentor God in his wisdom has given, and by his Spirit 
thro’ his word has illuminated and quickened; to obstruct their ready 
and true heeding of its monitions, as the instinct needle turns to the 


pole ; to seduce thein to hold itself and its promptings in abeyance; : 


nay, even to attempt, even to desire any of these things; is to 
impinge upon a divine prerogative, is to usurp the divine authority. 
Man’s command may not countervail God’s, God’s dominion over 
the mind may not be assaulted, with impunity. No sin can be more 
asin than this. It is no less than a treasonous revolt against the 
All-Perfect King: and it will by him be visited with indignation. 
Wo to the rebel, alas for the creature, that thus ‘ contendeth with 
the Almighty!” ‘ 

If you would look at the nature of sentiment and action adverse 
to the doctrine to-day presented, there might be easily shown you 
some rare specimens.. Instances, political and ecclesiastical, are 
abundant. Yet none that are near at hand shall be pointed out. 
That were to be invidious! Post then away to Europe. “ The 
emperor of Russia declares, ‘ As long as I live, I will oppose a will 
of iron to the progress of liberal principles ;’ and has prescribed to 
the ill-fated Poles a catechism in equal quantities of despotism and 
blasphemy.” The Pope of Rome, too, has more explicitly said, 
“The doctrine in favor of liberty of conscience is erroneous, and 
absurd, or, rather, raving! Unbridled liberty of opinion is of all 


others the pest most to be dreaded in a State. The liberty of the: 


press which some so loudly contend for, and so actively promote, 
can never be sufficiently execrated and detested. No means must 
‘be omitted, as the extremity of the case calls for all our exertions, 
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to exterminate the fatal-pest which extends through so many works ; 
and the materials of error can be no otherwise destroyed than by the 
flames.” Thus speaks Nicholas of Muscovy regarding the sixty 
millions of men over whom he rules; and thus “the man of sin” 
who claims to possess authority ‘as god” in all the world. And 
they have not withheld themselves and their creatures from like 
deeds. But could even Satan have done any thing more in keeping 
with his admitted character, had he sought in some signal example 
to unfurl wide before all eyes his banner of malice and hate 2 

Is another exhibition needed? Still far off be all allusion to any 
American thing, or to “these last days!” The English (Papal) 
College at Rheims, aroused by effects which the Protestant Reform- 
ers had produced, deemed it expedient, all things considered, to put 
the New Testament, in some shape, into the hands of some readers. 
Soa version,was made from the Vulgate, a corrupted Latin transla- 
tion, not from the pure Greek original. Printed in A. D. 1582, the 
editors blush not to say in the preface, ‘ We do not publish this 
because we think the Scriptures were ordained by God to be read 
indifferently of all. Factious leaders have claimed this for the com- 
mon people, with plausible pretences many, but with good reasons 
none at all.. The holy Scriptures (as saith the late famous council of 
Trent,) though truly and Catholicly translated into vulgar tongues, 
yet may not be indifferently read of all men, nor of any other than 
such as have express license thereunto of their lawful Ordinaries. The 
translated Bibles into the vulgar Tongue now are in the hands of 
every Husbandman, Artificer, Prentice, Boys, Girls, Mistress, Maid, 
Man. They were then, (i.e. before Luther’s day,) in Libraries, 
Monasteries, Colleges, Churches, in Bishop’s, Priest’s, and devout 
principal laymen’s houses and hands. Then the Scholar taught 
not his Master, the Sheep controlled not the Pastor, the young Stu- 
dent set not the Doctor to school, (i. e. formed not his own opinion 
ultimately just by the Bible.) The wise will not regard what some 
wilful people do mutter, that the Scriptures are made for all men. 
Which suggestion cometh of the same serpent that seduced our 
first parents.’ The book itself is answerable to such an introduc- 
tion. It as it were corrupted the corruption of the Vulgate itself. 
So many words were left, here ellipses not supplied and there lead- 
ing terms untranslated, as made the translation itself need transla- 
tion. Whilst the word of Inspiration was thus in some parts ren- 
dered, not into English, but into unintelligibility, as to common read- 
ers; it was for the rest craftily contradicted, or turned into nullity, by 
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notes placed in the margin; and labor was throughout applied to 
suppress its truth and extinguish its light. 

These illustrations may suffice. Such is the character, such are 
the affinities of that which at any time, or to any degree, or in any 
way, is adverse to that thought and that speech which of right are 
and in fact ought to be free. This opposition is in principle and in 
essence ever the same, whenever, and wherever, and however it 
exists. Its forms, nevertheless, are various; as it is diversely modi- 
fied by different circumstances, in different places, at different times. 
I need not unrol to you the record of history displaying laws which, 
in the enactment, enjoined what men should and what they should 
not think ; and, in the administration and execution, arraigned and 
condemned, and punished with imprisonment and confiscation of 
goods and deprivation of life, those who favored, or believed, or 
were suspected to believe, what others on their part pleased to con- 
sider wrong. The names of Paul, and of other apostles and early 
Christians; of the Waldenses, the Huguenots, the Covenanters, the 
Puritans; of Galileo, of Morgan, of Crandall; need not be cited 
to waken memory with its, on this point, saddening associations. 


‘Time would fail were the attempt made of just enumerating the 


instances of action in which hostility against free thoughts, and 
expressions rightfully free, has been manifested. Against these 
things there have not, indeed, been always arrayed statutes, and 
courts, and solicitors, and the whole retinue and appliances of legal- 
ized adversaries, Nor have there always been invoked and let loose 
upon them, the fiendish maledictions and perpetrations of a blinded 
and infuriated populace. Demonstrations of this sort, and of every 
sort, may be kept wholly aback; whilst yet the enmity shall have 
place. When men are catering fora vicious taste, and seek for 
depravity the aliment it loves; the predominance of judgement 
over inclination, and various other things, often pull in and tie up 
the hand. Much opposition, when not acted, may be felt. Hence 
I have dwelt on the principle, the spirit of the thing, more than on 
the practical operations connected with it. 

The feeling which is inimical to this freedom, is ever wrong. 
Along with action, or apart from it, itis wrong. Forif thought and 
speech unrestrained, save when by due process at law it is fairly 
proved to have been at fault, does, as a right to be by man conceded 
to man, accord with God’s declared will; then he who would forbid 
it to a fellow-man sins against the Bible. If the national and State 
Constitutions of this land recognize man’s right to these, as existing 
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before themselves, and- guaranty that it shall be ever held without 
abridgement; then denying it-sins against the very basis and life of 
all security, and order, and general prosperity, and individual hap- 
piness in our country. If regard for this right, on the part of our 
fathers, prompted the struggle of the Revolution, and won for it 
success; if under conyoy of this the Mayflower sailed to these 
shores ; then denying it sins against that which, dear to their hearts 
above all things, both our later and our earlier progenitors alike 
lived and died to maintain. If it was this which, as the one glory 
surpassing all, the noble spirits of Luther and his colleagues asserted 
and established in the Reformation God inspired them to achieve 
from combined Tyranny, and Bigotry, and Superstition, and Infidel- 
ity ; then denying it sins against all which, prized by them next to 
salvation, made them undaunted and even joyful before and amidst 
scaffolds and flames. If the exercise of this is essential to the 
ascertaining and rendering of justice; then denying it is a sin 
against justice, aiming a blow at thevery heart. If the exercise of 
it is indispensable to the discovery and diffusion of truth; then to 
deny itis to sin against truth, as with a murderous intent. If man’s 
very mind is so constructed and so conditioned that demands for it 
are made as by the suffrages of all his mental powers; then 
to deny it is to sin against nature itself. In a word, so far as 
anything is adverse to right freedom of thought and of speech, it, at 
the same time, is equally at odds with propriety, and patriotism, and 
philanthropy, and the spirit of worthy men and of Jesus Christ. 
Plead for, apologize for restriction some may, on the score of expe- 
diency and wisdom. But let men look to it, if their expedience 
prove not the most intense inexpediency; and their wisdom the most 
sublimated folly. Such counsel shall be taken in its own craftiness, 
and in its own frowardness carried headlong. 


2. Will this doctrine of thought and speech without restriction, be 
practically and actually maintained? And that query starts another 
question, Whether or not it ought to be. On this latter point how 
can there be two opinions? Prejudice and passion apart, what man 
would dare stake his reputation, Candor itself being judge, on his 
ability to support the negative—by logical (!) arguments? Except 
freedom of this kind be had, what freedom is there worth the name? 
Personal bondage, indeed, may not compel and lacerate your body, 
but the tokens and inflictions of a more degrading bondage are laid 
upon your mind; you are in that worse condition, social, politi- 
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cal, ecclesiastical, vassalage. So far as the privilege and right here 
contended for—I will not say, are in virtual abrogation, but—are 
not in actual exercise, you have no liberty of soul. In truth, with- 
out such exercise, more or less in measure, had either openly or by 
stealth, living not only would be worthless but is impracticable. 
Individuals, communities, transient assemblages, permanent associ- 
ations, neighborhoods, towns, cities, nations, all require it in its 
whole length and breadth. Just so far as it is possessed by men, 
they have liberty in its own angelic form and reality. Just so far as 
it is withheld, they have liberty—but it isin ghostlike shape and 
apparition. God has granted the former as man’s due from man. 
The Crearor has conferred the boon. Let all men then have the 
right; responsible simply for its abuse to man’s law, and for its use 
or non-tse solely to God’s. 


As Americans, we should cherish it. ‘ Résponsibility to an 
enlightened public sentiment is our only effectual guarantee of 
unperverted freedom and political prosperity. ‘The free circulation 
of the blood is not more essential to bodily health, than the unob- 
structed movement of opinion to the safety of arepublic. All dis- 
position, all combinations to forestall and bafile its movements, tend 
to the subversion of liberty.’ Its fluctuations, the dash, the recoil, 
are not without their evils; but the power to arrest it and lay it still, 
as the magic frost binds the Alpine rivulet, is despotism. For con- 


firming and extending this high advantage, patriotism should most 


earnestly strive. What else of earthly favors does our country so 
need at thishour? ‘There is no danger that our agriculture and 
our arts will not prosper; the danger is, that our intelligence and 
virtue will falter and fall back into a dark-minded and vicious popu- 
lace—a poor uneducated mass of infuriated animalism, to rush on 
resistless as the tornado, orto burn asif set on fire of hell.” ‘‘ What- 
ever European nations may do, our nation must read and think 
from length to breadth, from top to bottom. It is a perilous experi- 
ment we have entered upon; but it is begun, and we cannot go 
back. For mind has felt its own power, and is girding itself for 
efforts never yet made, and with means and motives never before 
possessed, and on sucha field as before was never opened ; and it 
is only the mighty salutary action of mind which can carry us 
through.”* 


* Brercuer, Plea for the West. 
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As CuristiAns, we should cherish this right? We should recipro- 
cally concede and demand it as vital to true religion. It should be 
had in vigorous exercise by all the churches, by communicants, by 
attendants at the sanctuary. Above all other men, God’s ministry 

- should exemplify it in power and value. When Knox, when Luther, 
when Paul, and Peter, and John the Baptizer were God’s ambassa- 
dors, then was it illustriously possessed and employed. Nor have 

’ modern occupants of the pulpit suffered the loss of it, or left itto com- 
parative desuetude, in respect of doctrinal and speculative applica- 
tions. Neither fear or desire we that they should. But. thereis 
cause to fear and deprecate the efforts which may be made to abridge 
its exercise in other directions. In fact, are not abridgements of it 
in these other respects already made? Have not too many preachers, 
not only known of such Procrustean arrangements, but also tamely 
and wrongly acquiesced inthem? Look at the wickedness which 
is perpetrated in the land. See the enormities and abominations 
which spring up, and blossom, and fructify, in many a parish, before 
the pastor’s own sight. Yet be it asked, and I ask the pastors them- 
selves, Is there not among us a withholding of the evangelic mes- 
sage in its application, according to scriptural models, to just those 
rife iniquities? Well do I know that, when one would thus apply 
that message to such things, difficulties will throng thick around 
his way. Well do I know that, while various reasons go to utterly 
disqualify any man other than a pastor for judging as to the wisdom 
of the doings of pastors, in specific instances, relative to their seve- 
‘ral flocks, still all men who have the Bible are as well able as pas- 
tors to decide, whether or not God bids his ministers rebuke sins to 
save the sinners. And sure I am, that my fathers and brethren in 
this office, will each agree with me, that we must preach the preach- 
ing God bids us; that when he so commands, we must speak out at 
all hazards; we cannot justifiably hold back for any consider- 
ations.* It is time Christians and the Christian ministry should 

‘ take ground and hold ground here.. We must reassert first princi- 

plesin this matter, and hold fast to them. The servants of Christ 
are sent tosave men. How? By bringing them to his cross in 
penitence. But can they repent till they perceive their deprayities ?. ~ 

So they are sent to “ provoke” professed believers to “‘ good works.” 

These, the continued putting off of wrong and the prosecution of right 

practices and endeavors, are the manifestations—the vital proof of 
* Precisely this right, as to its assumption and exercise pastorally, itis, which in 


this place has for nearly four years been, and still is, actively contested. 


* 
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godliness. Objectively, there can be no other.. Hush, then, the 


voice of the preacher exposing sin, in order to its abandonment, 


and you take away the prime means of grace, and, by taking away 
the means, preclude the end, and frustrate the design. No matter 
what that sin be, or how closely it is entwined upon by depraved 
affections, or held to with the death-gripe of interests real or ima- 
gined; if in regard to it you in any way make the pulpit dumb, 
then do you set men, on the current that bears towards hell, afloat 
beyond the proffered reach of God’s arm of salvation. But establish, 
but submit to the principle that any moral evil is to pass the church’s 
ministrations unspecified and unreproved, and in effect a license is 
given to the perpetration of that eyil and of its allied and its conse- 
quent offences; a dispensation is issued for the refusal of repent- 
ance and the rejection of the overtures of mercy. Do this, and you 
either extort or wheedle from the preacher the divine commission he 
bears ; and henceforth he speaks, if he speaks at all, by permission 
craved from man—not by authority delegated from God. No per- 
sons would perhaps desire this who do not practise, or are not 
inclined to favor, certain sins. Such always desire it. The Sab- 
bath-breaker wishes for it, as to enforcements of the fourth command 
in the decalogue. Butif the lips consent to be sealed up on any of 
the divine injunctions or prohibitions, they may be on all. If the 
desecrator of sanctified time may awe or coax the pulpit into dumb- 
ness as to the fourth commandment, the profane man may as to the 
third, the adulterous as to the seventh; and the whole aggregate of. 
sinners, parcelling out their work according to their several more — 
prominent iniquities, may do the same as to all God’s requisi- 
tions. If criminals, the corrupt in life, may each as he chooses 
impose shackles on some part of the sacred oracles, as the source 
and grand enforcement of the preacher’s message; then infidels, 
the corrupt in heart, may in their dislike of the entire Scripture 
accomplish the shackling of the total volume. If citizens of Chris- 
tianized nations may do ‘this, and ministers of religion here are at 
liberty to concede to the thing, because it may be convenient ; ‘then _ 
may it be done also by those dwelling where the Bible and Christ 
are beginning to be known in Heathendom, and the missionary 
there is to be dumb for the same reason. In fact no missionaries 
ought to be sent out, and the apostles ought to have staid close in 
Jerusalem, according to ‘this wisdom ;” since those without the 
gospel have both in later and in earlier ages been violators of its 
spirit and its precepts. Commend “this wisdom,” do any thing 


21 


concerning it other than to abhor it as “ earthly, sensual, devilish ;” 
and what becomes of Christ’s great ordinance, ‘‘ Go into all the 
world .. . teach whatsoever I have commanded ;”’ and of his great 
promise, ‘ Lo! I am with you always?” How shall he ever “see 
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied,’” and how shall the day of 
the earth’s redemption ever come ? 

By some who would fain be accounted supporters of evangelical 
ministrations, the plea has indeed been urged, that even the pulpit 
should yield something for union. Yes: for the sake of quiet give 
up all—except truth and duty. The divine adjustment of weight and 
number in these matters is, “ First pure ; THEN peaceable.” Be it 
said to every watchman of Zion, Let go all things beside ; yet God 
will not hold him guiltless: who barters purity for peace: and to 
every church and religious society, Relinquish all other things; 
still the harmony made by reversing the order God has arranged, is 
discord, and the unity division; the peace bought at the price of 
consistency sacrificed and conscience hung in the shambles, is any 
thing except peace—is a torment, is desolation. What point of 
duty has not been quarrelled about? what one will not be, when 
visibly it interferes with cherished opinions, darling vices, and ambi- 
tious or gainful pursuits? If any Christian. obligation may on this 
ground be either not presented by a pastor or not recognized and 
fulfilled by a hearer, so may all others; impiety and religion, in 
that case, might, like Herod and Pilate, shake hands in reconcilia- 
tion—but where would Christ be the while? An angel, sacred 
peace, art thou from heaven! yet a visitant there is from beneath, 
who, too often, throws thy semblance over his hideousness. ‘ There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.” 


You would shut out despotism from the structure and from the 
administration of government. You would keep out corruption 
from religion. The course is plain. Free inquiry and free expres- 
sion are essential to freedom in your republic, and to purity in your 

- Christianity. Tue right MUST BE MAINTAINED. 


Doubt, however, has not ceased questioning, Will ithe? Differ- 
ent persons ask from different interests and with different emotions. 
There hangs over the subject enough of uncertainty to give hesita- 
tion alike to hope and to fear. There have been commotions, as: 
shameful as terrible, in both church and State throughout our nation, 
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when the right has been exercised in certain directions not sanc- 
tioned by “ the prevailing voice and will of the brotherhood.” The 
exercise of it in affairs of theology, and of practical morality, 
has been met by a spirit of violence which has rocked the land with 
convulsions, and threatens to upheave as by an earthquake all the 


foundations. And this spirit, with such love of veracity as charac- 


terizes him that in Eden played off that first and foulest seduction, 
has the brass to charge its guiltinesses and its perpetrations on just 
the innocent occasion of them; yetso smoothly does it shape, and 
so adroitly does it urge, and so tediously does it repeat the fabrica- 
tion, that all whose hearts counsel their heads, or whose faith takes 
lessons from their credulity, all who regard momentary ease more than 
perpetual misery and present trifles more than future infinities, all who 
deem it more blessed to receive than to give, all who are taught by 
man more than by God, have but a forlorn chance of escaping 
belief of it. It is this violence with this guilt and this guile, that has 
made good citizens and firm Christians tremble. It is the partial 
success with the but few, feeble, and ask-your-pardon rebukes it has 
received, when stark overthrow should have appeared, and stern 
remonstrance have thundered ; that while passion exults amid the 
scene, makes reason pause, and patriotism shudder, and humanity 
weep, and religion mourn, and Heaven turn away its face. For all 
this there ought to be forebodings and failings of heart. Certain it 
is, the right is indanger; and certain that all other rights have this 
as their representative and bond of union. This and those have 
with us a common destiny. This gone, all those are also gone. 
Not less sure is it, than that Adam so fell that, by moral consequence, 


Then you, and I, and all of us fell down. 


Whatever would restrain or abrogate this, would similarly affect the 
remainder. This is the key-stone right. j 


‘The question before us has not been met.’ Well, then, it may 
be met now. I would not blink it. Be it replied to all who ask, 
Free thought and free speech witt be maintained. We have strong 
and ample grounds so to believe ; and to “ hold the beginning of our 


confidence stedfast unto the end.” The dark side of the picture 


has just been shown, but forget not that there is also a bright one. 
Look beyond your fears. Think if the difficulties as to the mainte- 
nance of the right are insurmountable. Have not conflicts of opin- 
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ion similar to the existing ones happened in all ages? “ Truth 
scarce ever yet carried it by vote any where on its first appearance. 
ae The imputation of novelty is a terrible charge amongst those who 
judge of men’s heads, as they do of their perukes, by the fashion.” 
Feeling may long hold judgement in hard debate, conscience may 
have to utter many a loud protest, and heaven and hell to stand 
vee close before the view, before obdurate error will give symptoms of 
yielding, and cherished prejudices have leave to depart, and com- 


ee panionship with pleasant-seeming evils be broken, and patronage of 
‘ luerative iniquities be withdrawn. But in this warfare has truth 
“3 ever yetbeen conquered? After a temporary reverse or two, has it 


not always come off victor?’ What other combatant ever won so 
extensive triumphs, or fell back so little from vantages once 
obtained? Did not a mere handful of men trusting in God over- | { 
turn from its deeplaid foundations the giant idolatry of the Roman 4 
empire? Has not the religion of Christ survived ten persecutions, 
mY in itsinfancy, in each of which the fury of even hell seemed out- 
done; and encountered secret treason and open sediton, ever since, 
among its professed adherents, while yet it still lives and thrives ? 
a And what is the Christian religion but truth wedded to love? And 
AR what is it but Christianity swaying the hearts and inspiring the 
minds of its friends, that is prompting to those efforts, now (as we 
have seen) so opposed, which seek man’s welfare and God’s glory ? 
And what are these promptings and these enterprises, therefore, 
but the august movements of God himself? Friends! will they 
not succeed? Foes! who of you durst cope with the almighty 
arm? who think to arrest Omnipotence, and turn the Thundefer 
back ? 


Let these general considerations now be exchanged for some spe- 
cial ones. ‘Let me turn on the querist his own inquiry. Truth and 
be right never prevail as abstractions, but only as they are imperson- 
ated in their living asserters and defenders. God in effectuating his 
merciful purpose towards man, dispenses not with volunteer human 
agents. He now in his providence invites them, calling, in‘ respect 
‘ of this freedom, ‘ Who will witness to the truth ; who will vindicate 
the right?’ Therefore, directing to you the demand, J come in 
turn to ask, Shall it be maintained? - The question is a momentous , | 
“one. It should be personally answered solemnly. You now are 
=A summoned to answer it. God and the times have devolved on you 


. 
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that responsibility. Look it in the face, therefore, manfully. Intel- 


ligently, irrevocably give it decision. Think. Demanded by the 
very nature of man; requisite to discovering and propagating truth ; 
indispensable to ascertaining and awarding justice; being itself the 
cardinal principle at once exercised, and elucidated, and set on high 
by the Protestant Reformers; prized, and held as above all price, 


and so transmitted by the Pilgrim fathers and our later sires; 


acknowledged and guarantied in the Constitutions and Bills of 
Rights of the nation general and States several, as the one law 


_ Supreme over all other laws, the now existing or the future; and 


then, beyond all this, sanctioned, and commanded, and enjoined in 
all ways by God’s declared will; when the question is, Shall such a 
right be maintained? can you long hesitate to reply? ‘By some the 

reply, I cannot allow myself to doubt, has already been promptly 
made affirmatively. T’o those letan advisory word be dropped. It 
may be well for them to remember, that not merely the abstract 
right is involved? The existing attitude of things connects affairs 
of conscience with the assumption or forbearance of exercising it. 

When called to exercise it, as you may be, against the ill-disguised 
disinclinations, or manifested hostility of other men; do so firmly, 
yet kindly. Then, as atother seasons, do you still‘‘ love as breth- 

ren, be pitiful, be courrzous.” If in regard to any matter affecting 
it, you act with the vehemence of impulse; in that, above all others, 
act too with the settled calmness of principle. ‘* Who is a wise 
man, and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of 
a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.” Let him 
soedo as to say impressively to dispassionate observers, ‘ By me 
every man however humble is viewed as being, in respect of this 

right, a divinely-appointed representative of all.’ Do this, do thus, 

brethren and friends; do it, each and all now hearing me; and 

then, though others should basely flee, as the caitiff Greeks deserted 

the Spartan commander, and though in the contest at this Ther- 

mopylae, you, like Leonidas and his three hundred faithful Lace- 
demonians, should fall; yet, like him, you would so fall, for your 

country, and for your religion, as to make defeat the harbinger and 
instrument of victory. 


Yes, it will be maintained. It will bein thisland. It will be the 
earth over. Nor is this a too sanguine prediction. Man cannot 
unnaturalize his nature. God will not unhumanize humanity. 
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- Truth shall'spring out of the ground.” * Judgement shall return 
unto righteousness.” The grand results of the Reformation are 
naturally imperishable. 'The blood of the men who landed at Ply- 
mouth, who bled at Lexington and Saratoga, who trusted God 
every where and obeyed him always, runs still in their children’s 

veins. A poisonous taint has touched it, indeed, but constitutional 

Z igor will throw out the infection. The language of our Charters 

has its counterpart deeply graven in patriotic minds and on Chris- 
tian hearts. ‘Too long has it passed on, gathering width, and depth, 

‘and speed in its course, to be now turned back—that stream of 
knowledge, which, as a fountain fed by earth’s central reservoirs, 
wells out from the opened book of God. Too near are we come to 
that day when waters shall gush from the sanctuary and flow thence 
all abroad—with trees along the banks- on either side whose fruit 
shall be for food, and whose leaves for medicine, a river pouring 
life @here it rolls. Too late, now, is it for man to say effectively to 
thought, to bid either to language or to effort righteously permissi- 
ble t#man, “ Thus far shalt thou come; but no farther.” Threaten 
whatever may, henceforth there will be inquiry. ‘‘ Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” But Inquisition and Bastile, 
there will be none. ‘Babylon shall sink, and shall not rise.” 
Men will return to their sagacity, and remember that to decline 
making investigation is to bury their head in the sand and expose 
their body to the missiles of the pursuer ; and that to refuse permit- 
ting investigation is to confess themselves workers of evil deter- 
mined to put off repentance, and brave the fierce anger of the 
Lord. The law of God andthe Gospel of Jesus Christ shall stand 
firm as Jehovah’s throne. Everything adverse to them shall fall. 
The wrath of man shall be subdued, and his pride abased, and the 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. — 


Now, therefore, ‘‘if ye will inquire, inquire ye. Return, come” 
“to the law and ‘to the testimony ; if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no truth in them.” By this assay, 
“prove all things.” Whatsoever things are found true, honest, 


just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous, praiseworthy ; think on - 


these things; those things do. ‘For sois the will of God, that 
with well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men; as free, and not as using your liberty fora cloke of mali- 
ciousness, but as Toe the servants of God.” ‘TI pray that 
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1, 
ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of Christ; being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God.” 


‘So SPEAK YE, AND $O DO, AS THEY THAT SHALL BE JUDGED BY 
THE LAW OF LIBERTY.” , 


— 


